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With the volume entitled Casditoria si familia. Izvoare legislative
bisericesti si laice (sec. XX-XXI) [Marriage and Family. Church and Civil
Legislation Sources (20" — 21 centuries)], volume II, the editors continue
the publication of a series of sources on marriage and family, capitalizing
on both church and secular legislation in Romania for the explicit purpose
of providing a working tool that allows historical, canonical and legal
approaches to research into the institution of family to specialists, but
also to all those interested in this subject. Thus, this volume includes the
Orthodox Church and secular legislation issued during the 20™ century
and at the beginning of the 21* century. According to the editors, “the texts
chosen for publication provide complete understanding of the subject,
highlighting the dynamics of church and civil regulations”, the volume
including codes, decrees, organic laws, church regulations and norms,
decisions of the Holy Synod of The Romanian Orthodox Church, but also
scattered articles on the same topic in other fundamental or organic laws
(p. 37).

The volume includes, concretely, the following sources of law: Codul
civil (The Civil Code), Bucuresti, 1907; Regulament pentru procedura
judecatoreascd in cauzele matrimoniale (Regulation for the judicial pro-
cedure in matrimonial cases), Sibiu, 1912; Constitutia din anul 1923 (The
1923 Constitution); Legea nr. 493 din 21 februarie 1928 privind actele
starii civile (Law no. 493 of February 21, 1928 regarding the civil status
documents); Legea pentru regimul general al cultelor (Law for the General
Regime of Cults), 1928; Constitutiunea din anul 1938 (The Constitution
of 1938); Codul civil roman din 4 decembrie 1864 cu toate modificarile
ulterioare (Romanian Civil Code of December 4, 1864 with all subsequent
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amendments), Bucuresti, 1938; Pravila bisericeasca (Church Pravila);
Constitutia Republicii Populare Roméne din anul 1948 (The Constitution
of the Romanian People’s Republic of 1948); Decret Nr. 177 din 4 august
1948 (Decree no. 177 of August 4, 1948); Constitutia Republicii Populare
Romaéane din anul 1952 (The Constitution of the Romanian People’s
Republic of 1952); Codul Familiei din anul 1953 (The Family Code of
1953); Decret privitor la persoanele fizice si persoanele juridice, 1954
(Decree on Natural and Legal Persons, 1954); Decret pentru punerea in
aplicare a Codului Familiei si a Decretului privitor la persoanele fizice si
persoanele juridice, 1954 (Decree for the Implementation of the Family
Code and of the Decree on Natural and Legal Persons, 1954); Codul
familiei - Legea Nr. 4/1953 (Family Code - Law no. 4/1953); Constitutia
Republicii Socialiste Romania din anul 1965 (The Constitution of the
Socialist Republic of Romania of 1965); Constitutia Romaniei din anul
1991 (The Romanian Constitution of 1991); Legea nr. 119/1996 cu
privire la actele de stare civila (Law no. 119/1996 regarding the Civil
Status Documents); Decret pentru promulgarea Legii cu privire la actele
de stare civilda, 1996 (Decree for the Promulgation of the Law on Civil
Status Documents, 1996); Lege pentru modificarea si completarea unor
dispozitii din Codul familiei si din Legea nr. 119/1996 cu privire la actele
de stare civila, 1999 (Law for the Modification and Completion of Some
Provisions of the Family Code and of Law no. 119/1996 on Civil Status
Documents, 1999); Decret privind promulgarea Legii pentru modificarea
si completarea unor dispozitii din Codul familiei si din Legea nr. 119/1996
cu privire la actele de stare civila, 1999 (Decree on the Promulgation
of the Law for Amending and Supplementing Certain Provisions of the
Family Code and of Law no. 119/1996 on Civil Status Documents, 1999);
Constitutia Romaniei din anul 2003 (The Romanian Constitution of 2003);
Legea nr. 286/2009 privind Codul penal (Law no. 286/2009 regarding the
Penal Code); Decret pentru promulgarea Legii privind Codul penal, 2009
(Decree for the Promulgation of the Law on the Penal Code, 2009); Legea
nr. 287/2009 privind Codul civil (Law no. 287/2009 regarding the Civil
Code); Decret pentru promulgarea Legii privind Codul civil (Decree for
the Promulgation of the Law on the Civil Code), 2009; Lege privind Codul
de procedura civila (Law on the Code of Civil Procedure), 2010; Decret
pentru promulgarea Legii privind Codul de procedura civila (Decree for the
Promulgation of the Law on the Code of Civil Procedure), 2010; Legea nr.
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202 /2010 privind unele masuri pentru accelerarea solutionarii proceselor
(Law no. 202/2010 on Some Measures to Accelerate the Resolution of
Processes); Decret pentru promulgarea Legii privind unele masuri pentru
accelerarea solutionarii proceselor (Decree for the promulgation of the
Law on Some Measures to Accelerate the Settlement of Lawsuits), 2010;
Hotarare pentru aprobarea Metodologiei cu privire la aplicarea unitara a
dispozitiilor in materie de stare civila (Decision for the Approval of the
Methodology on the Unitary Enforcement of the Provisions on Civil
Status), 2011; Lege pentru punerea in aplicare a Legii nr. 287/2009 privind
Codul civil (Law for the Implementation of Law no. 287/2009 regarding the
Civil Code); Decret privind promulgarea Legii pentru punerea in aplicare
a Legii nr. 287/2009 privind Codul civil (Decree on the Promulgation of
the Law for the Implementation of Law no. 287/2009 on the Civil Code),
2011; Hotararea nr. 9027 din 25 octombrie 2011 a Sfantului Sinod al
Bisericii Ortodoxe Romaéne in legatura cu prevederile noului Cod Civil si
implicatiile acestora in activitatea unitdtilor de cult si in viata religioasa a
credinciosilor (Decision no. 9027 of October 25, 2011 of the Holy Synod
of the Romanian Orthodox Church regarding the Provisions of the New
Civil Code and Their Effects on the Activity of Religious Units and in
the Religious Life of the Faithful); Legea nr. 76/2012 pentru punerea in
aplicare a Legii nr. 134/2010 privind Codul de procedura civila (Law no.
76/2012 for the Implementation of Law no. 134/2010 on the Code of Civil
Procedure); Decret privind promulgarea Legii pentru punerea in aplicare
a Legii nr. 134/2010 privind Codul de procedura civila (Decree on the
Promulgation of the Law for the Implementation of Law no. 134/2010
on the Code of Civil Procedure), 2012; Lege nr. 187 din 24 octombrie
2012 pentru punerea 1n aplicare a Legii nr. 286/2009 privind Codul penal
(Law no. 187 of October 24, 2012 for the Implementation of Law no.
286/2009 regarding the Penal Code); Decret privind promulgarea Legii
pentru punerea in aplicare a Legii nr. 286/2009 privind Codul penal
(Decree on the Promulgation of the Law for the implementation of Law
no. 286/2009 on the Criminal Code), 2012; Hotararea Sfantului Sinod
nr. 311 din 28 februarie 2013 privind necesitatea respectarii randuielilor
liturgice referitoare la oficierea Tainei Sfintei Cununii numai in locasurile
de cult parohiale (Decision of the Holy Synod no. 311 of February 28,2013
regarding the Necessity to Observe the Liturgical Ordinances regarding the
Service of the Holy Sacrament of Wedding only in Parishes); Regulamentul
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autoritatilor canonice disciplinare si al instantelor de judecata ale Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane (Regulation of the Canonical Disciplinary Authorities
and of the Courts of the Romanian Orthodox Church), Bucuresti, 2015;
Sfanta Taind a Cununiei si impedimentele la aceasta— Document aprobat de
catre Sfantul si Marele Sinod din Creta (The Holy Sacrament of Marriage
and its Impediments - Document Approved by the Holy and Great Synod
of Crete), 2016.

The volume stands out through the precision of the transcription of
the texts, the grouping of the legislation following both the proposed topic
and the chronological order, with the obvious purpose of facilitating the
research. Moreover, “the legislation included in this volume is close to
the present day and consequently, taking into account the requirements of
the contemporary reader, no morphological, orthographic and orthoepic
changes in the text were needed to facilitate the reading and comprehension
of the content” (p. 38).

The sources included in this volume are relevant for those interested
in the topic of the Christian family, highlighting its mystery character and
soteriological dimension, reaffirming both its religious-moral and canonical
foundation and reflecting on the provisions of civil law, particularly the
Civil and Penal Codes, which regulate, from a legal point of view, the
establishment and ‘functioning’ of the family, as well as the crimes against
the family, but which occasionally fail to meet the moral requirements of
the Church, as demonstrated by the authors of the introductory study.

We welcome the publication of this remarkable work in the field of
Orthodox canon law, which highlights the church and secular legislative
sources on family and the Mystery of Marriage, while targeting, as the
editors underline, historians, theologians and legal scholars.

Fr. Lect. Dr. Cosmin PANTURU
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