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The present study refers to the Romanian Liturgical Theology of the first half

of the 20th century in the service of the Orthodox Church and to its prominent
representatives. In the first part of the study I highlighted the first Romanian
liturgical writings from the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th
century. In the second part, the most extensive, I highlighted the Romanian liturgical
literature from the 19th century to the middle of the century. 20th century. In the
third part of the study, I referred to the first Romanian literary liturgical textbooks
written in the beginning of the 20th century. The last part of the study refers to the
Romanian liturgical literature from the middle of the 20th century, and at the end I
highlighted a few general conclusions regarding the study.
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I. First Romanian liturgical writings from the beginning until the ear-
ly 19th century

Liturgical works were written lately in Romanian, meaning that towards
the end of the 17th century, leremia Cacavela, a Greek teacher, who was
first a teacher in the house of Cantemiresti, at the Spiritual Academy in
lasi and Dimitrie Cantemir’s professor, printed in Iasi in 1697, the work
Invataturd sfantd, adecd sdantei si Dumnezdiestii Liturghii — talcuire de
pe limba greceasca pe limba rumdniasca’. In its first part this brochure
is a translation of the text, and in the second part a summary of the book
of another Greek scholar, Nicolae Vulgaris (Bulgarul), printed in 1681
at Venice, and entitled Invagatura sfantd (Iepo. katnynovs ...), adicd
explicarea Dumnezeiestii si Sfintei Liturghii si examinarea celor ce vin
la hirotonie, dimpreund cu multe altele. This work is considered one of
the most important translations of the Orthodox Liturgy, which will then
be reprinted in Greek and translated several times in several languages.
Despite the rather clumsy translation in Romanian, leremia Cacavela’s
book circulated in manuscripts in all Romanian countries as a handbook
for the training of priests until the 19th century, some copyists even
allowing some language improvements. The importance of this work and
the interest it enjoyed in the Romanian countries is also apparent from the
fact that at the beginning of the 19th century it was again translated, this
time entirely, by one of the monks from the Paisian trand from Neamt, in a
manuscript that unfortunately did not see the light of the print?.

In the second half of the 18th century, when he was the ecclesiarch of the
Metropolitan of Bucharest, the future bishop Chesarie of Rdmnic translated
and printed in Bucharest in 1765 the work of Metropolitan Simeon of
Thessalonica, edited in Greek for the first time in Iasi by Patriarch Dositei
of Jerusalem in 1683. Archimandrite Chesarie translates this work from

I See Tit SIMEDREA, “Insemniri pe o veche carte romaneasca”, in: Mitropolia Olteniei,
VIII (1956) 1-3, pp. 99-109.

2 This is the translation of monk Platon Craioveanu (Munteanu sau Olteanu), and ac-
cording to other opinions, of hieromonk Iosif, the manuscript remaining in the library
of the Theological Seminary at the Neam{ Monastery; see Pr. N. Donos, “Un célugar
mester caligraf si o carte minunatd”, in: Mitropolia Moldovei si Sucevei, XVI (1940),
pp. 43-47 and Diacon I. Ivan, “Trei manuscrise scrise de un caligraf nemtean”, in:
Mitropolia Moldovei si Sucevei, XXXI (1955) 12, p. 849.
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Greek into Romanian, publishing it under the title Voroava de intrebdri si
raspunsuri intru Hristos.... According to Father Ene Braniste, this work in
Romanian translation,

“goes far beyond the modest processing of scholar Cacavela, not
only by its extent, but also by the value of the original translated,
as well as by the beauty of the Romanian language...; through
Chesarie’s translation, the Romanian readers thus became
acquainted and had at their disposal, even since the 18th century,
the most complete and thorough liturgical interpretation of the
Byzantine literature, which the other Orthodox Churches knew
only through fragmentary translations, through summaries or
extracts™.

A hundred years after this translation of Chesarie, the work of Saint
Simeon of Thessalonica was reprinted in Bucharest, in a new edition, with
some attempts to modernize the language, though not always successful,
by printer Toma Teodorescu, but this time under a new title: Tractat asupra
tuturor dogmelor credintei noastre ortodoxe, dupd adevaratele principii
puse de Domnul nostru lisus Hristos si urmasii Sdi .... This fact proves
the great spread and attention the work of Saint Simeon of Thessalonica
enjoyed, which“both at us and at other Orthodox peoples, is the main
source of inspiration for all who have dealt with ... the interpretation and
the symbolism of the Orthodox worship™.

II. Romanian liturgical literature from the 19th century until the mid
20th century

The creation of the first Romanian seminary from Socola by Metropolitan
of Moldova, Veniamin Costachi, for the development of priesthood culture,
generated a new stream of Romanian translation of the Greek and Slavic
texts related to the explanation of divine worship, which will remain the
prevailing part of the Romanian liturgical literature.

=9

> Pr. Prof. Ene BranisTE, “Literatura liturgica in teologia romaneasca”, in: Biserica
Ortodoxd Romdnd, LXXXIX (1971) 1-2, pp. 124-125.
“ Pr. Prof. Ene BrANISTE, “Literatura liturgica in teologia romaneasca”, p. 125.
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During this period in Transylvania it was printed the translation of a
Serbian text by Dimitrie Tichindeal, entitled Epitomul sau scurte aratari
pentru sfanta besearecd, pentru vesmintele ei si pentru Dumnezeiasca
Liturghie care se savtrseste intr-insa, asisderea Ssi pentru preotul si
slujitorul lui Dumnezeu, prin scurte intrebari si raspunsuri, at Buda in
1808.

In Moldova, at the Neamt Monastery, in 1837, and in two other
editions from Iasi, which appeared in 1844 and 1846, Dimitrie Sturza
printed Mdanealnicul hristianesc (Manualul crestinesc), carele cuprinde o
prea scurtatd talmdcire a lacasului dumnezeiesc, a celor dintr-insul sfintite
vase si vesminte si a celor obisnuite slujbe, a dumnezeiestii si sfintitei
Liturghii si a Sfintelor Taine ale Bisericii. This work by Dimitrie Sturza is
nothing more than a Romanian processing of Enchiridion (evyeipnoiov)
by Dimitrie Darvaris or Darvareus, edited long ago in Vienna in 1803 and
re-edited in Athens in the years 1817 and 1852.

All these liturgical interpretations respond to catechetical needs, being
destined for a wider circle of readers, clergy, monks, or simple faithful,
that 1s why they take the form of simple expositions.

In the second half of the 19th century, there appeared the first
schoolbooks of Liturgy and Church thypikon for students of singing schools
and eparchial seminaries. Among the thypikon textbooks, we mention the
one of Archimandrite Stefanescu in Moldova®, which will be re-edited at
Roman in 1877, in Bucharest in 1900 and in Ramnicu Valcea in 1912. We
also remember the thypikon textbook of Metropolitan Silvestru Morariu-
Andreievici in Bucovina®, that of hierarch Gherasim Saffirin, in Muntenia’,
and that of Professor losif [uliu Olariu from the Theological Academy in
Caransebes, Banat?, the latter also being reprinted for several times.

As regards the first Romanian books of liturgical works for theological
seminaries, they represent more or less original works of their authors, or
simple translations or processing made by various priests or professors
from the seminaries of that time, according to some Greek or Russian texts.
Among these liturgical textbooks we mention the following: Archbishop

> Manual de Tipic al Bisericii Ortodoxe, compus pentru scolile clericale din Moldova,
lasi, 1854.

% Tipiconul Bisericii Ortodoxe Orientale, 1883.

" Tipic asupra serviciilor divine, Ramnicu Valcea, 1878; the second edition of this typi-
con appeared in Bucharest in the year 1905.

¥ Tipicul Bisericii Ortodoxe Orientale, Caransebes, 1897.
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Ghenadie, the former Vice Bishop of Arges, Liturgica sau explicatia
serviciului divin, Bucharest, 1877; archimandrite Juvenalie Stefanelli,
professor of practical Theology, Liturgica Bisericii Ortodoxe-Catolice,
Bucharest, 1886; hieromonk Gabriel Rascanu, Liturgica sau serviciul
divin al Bisericii Ortodoxe, Bucharest, 1886; economus Nicolae Filip,
professor at the Seminary from lasi, Liturgica sau explicarea serviciului
divin, translation and processing by Russian lecturer P. Lebedev, Bucharest,
1899. As Rev. Prof. Ene Braniste believes, all these textbooks written for
the seminaries“contain pages that are still good to be consulted today, being
made up of many sources from the Patristic or Byzantine literature’.

Besides these textbooks for theological seminaries, during the 19th
century, there were also other works of liturgical translations, written
by some clergy for the purpose of popularization, and using Greek and
Russian sources. These include the following: Teoctist Scriban, Explicarea
dumnezeiestii Liturghii a Sfantului loan Chrisostom, lasi, 1883; arhiereul
loanikie Evantias, Scurta esplicatie despre biserica, slujba bisericeascad
si despre cele sapte sfinte mistere (taine), Bucharest, 1864 and a different
edition in 1866; Fr. Cosma Moisescu from Braila, Manual de explicatie a
Sfintei Liturghii, Braila, 1870, re-printed in 1884.

We also remember important contributions to the development of
the Romanian liturgical literature of the erudite bishop Melchisedec
Stefanescu of Roman. Among other things, he left posterity some par-
ticularly interesting studies of liturgical content in the form of reports or
memoirs addressed to the Holy Synod of our Church on worship issues
that were then the concern of our Church rulers, for example: Biserica
Ortodoxa si Calendarul, Bucharest, 1881; Proiect pentru revizuirea si
editarea cartilor bisericesti, Bucharest, 1882; Viata si minunile Cuvioasei
noastre Paraskevei cei noud si istoricul sfintelor ei moaste, Bucharest,
1889; Tratat despre cinstirea si inchinarea icoanelor in Biserica Ortodoxad
si despre icoanele facdatoare de minuni din Romdnia ortodoxd, Bucharest,
1890, et. al.'®.

? For example, in Ghenadie’s manual for the first time we find extracts read and used
from Tdlcuirea la Dumnezeiasca Liturghie of St. Nicholas CaBasiLa; Pr. Prof. Ene
BRANISTE, “Literatura liturgica in teologia romaneasca”, p. 127.

19 See Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BRANISTE, Literatura liturgica in Teologia romdneascd, p. 127. A
brief look at liturgical Romanian literature in the 19th century also see PhD student Iu-
lian ScHiopu, “Publicatii mai importante din domeniul Liturgicii in literatura teologica
romaneasca din secolul al XIX-lea”, in: Glasul Bisericii, XXVII (1968) 1-2.
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At the beginning of the Faculty of Theology from the University
of Bucharest, the Chair of Practical Theology which included the
Liturgical discipline too, was held by several professors, successively
and temporarily!', from whom we have only modest articles, studies, or
fragments of their courses. Of these, we only mention the most important
ones. The future bishop of Husi, Silvestru Baldnescu the following articles
with liturgical content published in the official magazine of the Romanian
Patriarchate, Biserica Ortodoxa Romdnd: Serbarea Duminicii la crestinii
antici', Intrebuintarea Sfintei Scripturi la serviciul divin in Biserica
crestind antica®, Despre posturi'*, Despre diferite sarbdtori'®. Also hierarch
Ghenadie Endceanu, the future bishop of Ramnic, had some liturgical
studies published in the same magazine: Istoria Tedeumurilor in Biserica
crestind si specialminte in cea romdna'®, Panoghia'’. He also published two
papers: Cartile ritualului Bisericii Romdne ortodoxe — Evangheliile. Studii
istorico-literare'®, as well as the manuscript of a Romanian translation of the
icon painters’ Hermeneia, entitled Iconografia. Arta de a zugravi templele
si icoanele bisericesti”. Another professor of Liturgics from the Faculty of
Theology in Bucharest who left some contributions in this field is Dragomir
Demetrescu. Among the studies left we mention the following: Muzica de

"' Data on this is at Prof. onorar T. BuraT si Pr. Prot. Al. Ciurea, “Contributii la istoricul
Facultatii de Teologie si Institutului Teologic Universitar din Bucuresti”, in: Biserica
Ortodoxa Romana, LXXV (1957) 11-12, p. 1071 s.u.

12 Silvestru BALANESCU, “Serbarea Duminicii la crestinii antici”, in: Biserica Ortodoxa
Romdana, 1 (1874) 1 and 12.

13 Silvestru BALANEscU, “Intrebuintarea Sfintei Scripturi la serviciul divin in Biserica
crestina antica”, in: Biserica Ortodoxa Romana, 111 (1877) 9.

14 Silvestru BALANEScU, “Despre posturi”, in: Biserica Ortodoxa Romdna, 11 (1876) 2, 6
and 11.

15 Silvestru BALANEScU, “Despre diferite sarbatori”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romadnd, 11
(1876) 1 and 111 (1877) 2.

16 Arhiereul Ghenadie ENACEANU, Istoria Tedeumurilor in Biserica crestind si special-
minte in cea romdnd, in magazine “Biserica Ortodoxa Romana”, VIII (1882) 11 and
12.

7 Arhiereul Ghenadie ENAceEaNu, “Panoghia”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romdnd, VIII
(1882) 11.

18 Arhiereul Ghenadie ENAceaNu, Cartile ritualului Bisericii Romdne ortodoxe — Evan-
gheliile. Studii istorico-literare, Bucuresti, 1895.

1 Arhiereul Ghenadie ENACEANU, Iconografia. Arta de a zugravi templele si icoanele
bisericesti, Bucuresti, 1891. This work will be reprinted in Bucharest in 1903.
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cult®®, Dipticele sau pomelnicele bisericesti*', Cultul in genere si cultul
crestin®, Cinstirea si veneratiunea Sfintei Fecioare®, Sfintele Scripturi in
uzul liturgic**. Another professor of Liturgics from Bucharest with modest
contributions in this field of Theology is C. Erbiceanu. Among his studies,
we recall the most important: Liturghierul din 1702%, Tipicul in Biserica
Ortodoxd*, Elemente de Paschalie’’, Despre termenii intrebuintati in
serviciul bisericesc si in cartile de ritual in Biserica noastra ortodoxa®,
Cdntarea si imnografia in Biserica primitiva. Modul si dezvoltarea ei in
Biserica Orientald Ortodoxa®. Also at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology
in Bucharest, we mention Professor Badea Ciresanu, from whom we have
two studies: one about Vechile baptistere crestine®® and the second about
“Nartica” sau Pronaosul Bisericilor Ortodoxe®.

Atthe Faculty of Orthodox Theology in Chernovtsy, we recall Professor
Teodor Tarnavschi, who had a valuable contribution to the development of
the Romanian liturgical literature through specialized studies, published
especially in the pages of the journal “Candela”. Among these, we recall
the study on the Eastern Rite Liturgy Despre cele mai insemnate Liturghii

2 Dragomir DEMETRESCU, “Muzica de cult”, in: Biserica Ortodoxda Romdnda, XXII (1896)
1 and 2; XXIV (1898) 8 and 9.

2! Dragomir DEMETRESCU, “Dipticele sau pomelnicele bisericesti”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd
Romdnda, XX (1894) 4.

22 Dragomir DEMETRESCU, “Cultul in genere si cultul crestin®, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Ro-
mdnd, XXXVI (1910) 8 and XXXVII (1911) 4.

2 Dragomir DEMETRESCU, “Cinstirea si veneratiunea Sfintei Fecioare”, in: Biserica Orto-
doxda Romana, XXXVII C (1912) 6, 7 and 8.

2* Dragomir DEMETRESCU, “Sfintele Scripturi in uzul liturgic”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Ro-
mdnd, XXXII (1906) 7 and 8.

25 C. ErBIcEANU, “Liturghierul din 17027, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romdnda, XIV (1889),
pp. 157-164.

26 C. ErBiceanu, “Tipicul in Biserica Ortodoxa”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romdnd, XVI
(1891) 6, 7 and 8.

27 C. ErBIiceaNy, “Elemente de Paschalie”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romdnd, VIII (1882) 6.

2 C. ErBiceanu, “Despre termenii intrebuintati in serviciul bisericesc si in cartile de
ritual in Biserica noastra ortodoxa”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romdna, XVIII (1893) 3.

# C. ErBICEANU, “Cantarea si imnografia in Biserica primitivd. Modul si dezvoltarea ei
in Biserica Orientala Ortodoxa”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romadna, VII (1881) 1 si 3.

3 Badea CirREsANU, “Vechile baptistere crestine”, in: Vocea Bisericii, 1894 2, 3, 4, 5.

31 Badea CIRESANU, “«Nartica» sau Pronaosul Bisericilor Ortodoxe”, in: Biserica Orto-
doxd Romana, XXX (1904) 1.
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ale Bisericii Orientale®®. The study includes not only precious historical
references to the origin and particularities of Eastern Liturgy and the
non-Calcedonian one in their manuscripts and printed editions, but also
the form of their hymns and prayers, translated from the editions of the
great Western collections of liturgical texts. Among his studies, we recall:
Scurta explicare a ritului Sfantului Botez si al Sfantului Mir*, Zidirea,
intocmirea si decorarea dinlauntru a locasului dumnezeiesc, cum o cere
Biserica si Traditiunea®, Caracterul poetic al servicului divin ortodox
oriental®®. Although these articles by Professor Teodor Tarnavschi are
“written in a tumultuous Romanian language, full of Latin and German
lexical and syntactic elements ... they retain their scientific value, most of
them being useful to research today’®. The fact that some of these articles
were translated into German, contributed to the knowledge of Romanian
theology abroad, especially in the German-speaking countries.

Apart from the above-mentioned contributions, in the landscape of
our liturgical literature until the First World War some modest textbooks
of Seminary are also available. We remind the following contributions:
Calistrat Coca, Liturgica Bisericii drept-maritoare a Rasaritului’’, Prof.
Icon. St. St. Calinescu, Liturgica penttru seminarii*®, Icon. Ilklarie
Teodorescu, Liturgica, pentru cl. VIII de seminar*® and Rev. Prof. Traian
Vitianu from the Theological Institute of Arad publishing a liturgical
manual for secondary schools, titled Liturgica Bisericei Ortodoxe Romdne.
Manual pentru Scoalele secundare aprobat de catre Veneratul Consistor
ortodox romadn din Arad®. We also remind St. Cilinescu, professor at

32 Teodor TarNAvscHI, “Despre cele mai insemnate Liturghii ale Bisericii Orientale”, in:
Candela, years 1892-1893.

3 Teodor TarNAVscHI, “Scurtd explicare a ritului Sfintului Botez and al Sfantului Mir”,
in: Candela, year 1895.

3% Teodor TarRNAVSscHI, “Zidirea, intocmirea si decorarea dinlauntru a locasului dumne-
zeiesc, cum o cere Biserica and Traditiunea”, in: Candela, year 1894.

3% Teodor TARNAVScHI, “Caracterul poetic al servicului divin ortodox oriental”, in: Can-
dela, year 1905.

36 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BrANISTE, Literatura liturgicd in Teologia romdneascd, p. 130.

37 Calistrat Coca, Liturgica Bisericii drept-mdritoare a Rasdaritului, 1905.

3% Prof. Icon. St. CALINEScU, Liturgica penttru seminarii, Craiova, 1903 and Bucuresti,
1911.

3% Icon. Iklarie TEODORESCU, Liturgica, pentru cl. VIII de seminar, Bucuresti, 1923.

% Liturgica Bisericei Ortodoxe Romdne. Manual pentru Scoalele secundare aprobat
de catre Veneratul Consistor ortodox roman din Arad, Editiunea a treia, Tipografia
Diecezana Ort. Romana, Arad, 1919.
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the Seminaries in Bucharest, who published an interesting liturgical
interpretation of popularization, with the title Dialog intre Mos Dragne si
logofatul Stoica Calineanu explicand intregul organism liturgic*'. During
the same period there were also printed some Typikon textbooks written
by clergy, archbishops and priests, who were good liturgists. Of these, it is
worth mentioning for their practical use, those written by Rev. 1. Teleaga®?,
from Moldova, Rev. D. Lungulescu* from Craiova and Archim. Fotie
Balamace*, professor at the Seminaries from Bucharest, in Valachia.

In the difficult historical conditions which the former theological
academies of the Romanian Orthodox Dioceses of Transylvania functioned
until their desintegration in 1948, the professors of Liturgics from these
educational institutions could not elaborate valuable studies except for
a few interesting articles about the old Romanian books of service in
Transylvania, having as author the tireless researcher of the past of the
Transylvanian Church life, Rev. Dr. Gheorghe Ciuhandu from Arad®.
The works and studies of this researcher with liturgical content are as
follows: his PhD thesis titled Ritul rdasaritean pe teritoriul ungar*®, which
also includes information of a liturgical nature. Another liturgical work
is Sfanta si Dumnezeiasca Liturghie in lumina altor rugdciuni ale Sfintei
Biserici Ortodoxe*’. We also recall the work Rdnduiala sfintei Mdarturisiri
la Romani. Insemndri rituale®®, a work dedicated to the Holy Confession
in Romanian liturgical practice. Finally, we recall the work Carti de
afurisanie sau de blastam®, a work that refers to a reprehensible liturgical
reality in the past of our Church. An article by Father Ciuhandu, with

1 St. CALINEScU, Dialog intre Mos Dragne si logofatul Stoica Calineanu explicdnd intre-
gul organism liturgic, Bucuresti, 1904.

2 Preotul I. TELEAGA, Tipiconul cu note ritualistice (manual litografiat), 1901.

# Pr. D. LuNGuLEscu, Manual de practica liturgicd, Bucuresti, 1926.

# Arhim. Fotie BALAMACE, Explicatiuni la practica liturgicd, multiplied several times
by lithography.

# See: Pr. Dr. Gheorghe Ciunanpbu, Rdnduiala Sfintei Mdarturisiri la romdni, Editura
“Glasul Bucovinei”, Cernauti, 1933.

% Pr. Gheorghe CiunaNDu, Ritul rdsdritean pe teritoriul ungar, Cernauti, 1907.

47 Pr. Gheorghe CiuHANDU Sfdnta si Dumnezeiasca Liturghie in lumina altor rugdciuni
ale Sfintei Biserici Ortodoxe, Arad, 1936.

% Pr. Gheorghe ClUHANDU, Rdnduiala sfintei Mdrturisiri la Romani. Insemndri rituale,
Cernauti 1933.

* This book brings together several articles on this subject by Father Gheorghe Ciu-
handu, published in: Revista Teologicd, between 1927-1930.
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exclusive liturgical content, published in the Central Church Magazine
“Biserica Ortodoxd Romana”, holds particular attention to us. It is about
the study Un vechi Molitvelnic manuscris in Bihor, in legdturd cu alte
Molitvelnice®, a particularly dense and rigorous study. Also in Arad we
mention some modest liturgical contributions by Father Ion Nicorescu,
professor of Liturgics, Church Singing and Typikon at the Pedagogical-
Theological Institute of this city during 1901-1902. His contributions in the
field of Liturgics are concretized in two studies: Practicd fara tipic’’ and
Anafora®. Other teachers from the Theological Institute of Arad who also
had modest contributions to the development of the Romanian liturgical
literature are: Augustin Aron Hamsea (1849-1916), who published the
following liturgical-pastoral articles: Din greutdtile vietii pastorale®;
Preotii din batrani si preotii de astazi**; Momente hotdrdtoare in viata
preotului™; Cultura materiald si cultura formalda a preotului®®, Vasile
Mangra (1850-1918), the future Metropolitan of Transylvania, published
during his professorship at the Theological Institute in Arad the work
Slujba sfintirii bisericii, dupd doud manuscrise din anii 1674 si 1757°7;
professor Trifon Lugojan (1874-1948), who edited in 1937 Carte de
rugdciuni gi cantari bisericesti®®, which had instead of preface, “the brief
interpretation of the services, books, singing, and the usual words in the
church language”; Rev. Caius Turicu (1895-1968), from whose writings

30 Pr. Dr. Gheorghe Ciunanpu, “Un vechi Molitvelnic manuscris in Bihor, in legaturad
cu alte Molitvelnice”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romdnd, LIX (1941) 9-10, pp. 536-576.

! Pr. Toan Nicorescu, paroh ort. rom. in Jabar, jud. Severin, “Practica fara tipic”, in:
Biserica Ortodoxd Romand, L (1932) 6, p. 433-434.

52 Preotul Ioan Nicorescu, “Anafora”, in: Biserica Ortodoxd Romdna, LI (1933) 9-10,
pp. 415-418.

53 Arhim. Augustin Hamsea, “Din greutatile vietii pastorale”, in: Revista Teologicd, 1
(1907) 1, pp. 12-15.

% Arhim. Augustin Hamsea, “Preotii din batrdni si preotii de astazi”, in: Revista
Teologica, 1 (1907) 3, pp. 85-89.

> Arhim. Augustin Hamsea, “Momente hotaratoare in viata preotului”, in: Revista
Teologicd, 1 (1907) 4, pp. 129-133.

36 Arhim. Augustin HamsEa, “Cultura materuiala si cultura formala a preotului”, in: Re-
vista Teologicd, 1 (1907) 9-10, pp. 328-336.

37 lerom. Vasile MANGRA, Slujba sfintirii bisericii, dupd doud manuscrise din anii 1674
si 1757, Arad, 1905, XXII + 335 p.

3% Trifon LuGosan, Carte de rugdciuni si cdantari bisericesti, editia V, Tiparul Tipografiei
ortodoxe romane, Arad, 1937.

%9 Trifon LuGoian, Carte de rugdciuni si cantari bisericesti, p. I11.
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we note those with liturgical content: first of all the work Primiti Sfanta
Taina a Cuminecaturii®®, a liturgical and pastoral work, and the article
Atitudinea liturgicd a preotului®'; Rev. prof. dr. Ilarion V. Felea (1903-
1961), the illustrious theologian of Arad. We only mention his studies
which deal with liturgical or pastoral problems. These are: Pocdinta,
studiu de documentare teologica si psihologica®, his PhD thesis, which
addresses the issue of repentance or confession from a liturgical and pastoral
perspective; Sfintele Taine®, in which besides the theological-dogmatic
presentation of the notions referring to each of the Holy Mysteries its
liturgical order is also presented with short symbolic explanations, lacking
in the approach the problems of pastoral nature; Biserica - Impdrdtia lui
Dumnezeu®; Teologie si preotie®®, a very dense theological study which
has also many references to the priest’s concrete pastoral work, to his
inner life, and to the relation between theology and the priesthood from
the perspective of spiritual life. We also find notions of Liturgics in his
work entitled Religia iubirii®®. We cannot help but mention Antologhion®,
which, although it does not explicitly mention an author, we know that it
was written by Father Ilarion Felea as an obedience received from bishop
Andrei Mager. In this work, the introduction is very interesting, with some
useful teachings, contained in the wording Intrebdri si raspunsuri. Cdteva
cunostinte de seamd pentru cantaretii Bisercii. In this part reference is
made to the origins of the religious worship, to the holy places, objects,
and sacrifices, to the books of the Church, to the seven services, to Church
chants and the names of each one, a small dictionary of Church terms, the
melodies used for the various ecclesiastical chants and a brief explanation
of the content of Antologhion. As can be easily seen, this introductory
part of the Antologhion includes many liturgical notions, constituting a

80 Pr. Caius Turicu, Primiti Sfanta Taind a Cuminecdturii, Arad, 1926.

6! Pr. Caius Turicu, “Atitudinea liturgica a preotului”, in: Biserica si Scoala, L1 22, 27
may 1928, pp. 1-2.

62 Pr. Dr. Ilarion V. FELEA, Pocdinta, studiu de documentare teologica si psihologicd,
Sibiu, 1938.

63 Pr. Dr. Ilarion V. FELEA, Sfintele Taine, Sibiu, 1946.

6 Pr. Dr. Ilarion V. FELEA, Biserica — Impdrdtia lui Dumnezeu, Sibiu, 1947.

6 Pr. Dr. Ilarion V. FELEA, Teolgie si preotie, Arad, 1939.

% Pr. Dr. llarion V. FELEA, Religia iubirii, Arad, 1946.

7 Antologhion sau Carte de rugdciuni si cantari bisericesti pentru duminicile si sarbd-
torile si slujbele de peste intocmita spre folosinta preotilor si a cantaretilor Bisericii,
Editura Episcopiei Aradului, f.a.
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true catechism or liturgical guide. The last liturgical contributions of the
professors from the Theological Institute in Arad are those of Rev. Professor
Ioan Petreuta (1904-1983), entitled Rugdciunile pentru cei morti®®. This
work, though it is dogmatic in character, also contains much liturgical
information, referring to how the Church, through its divine worship,
fulfils its duty to the sleeping ones, mentioning them in her prayers. We
also remember the contributions in this area of Fr. Demian Tudor (1912-
2001), Jertfa laudei. Predici liturgice pentru toate duminecile de peste
an®, which is in fact the reunion of all the liturgical sermons that His
Holiness published in the journal “Biserica si Scoala”, during 1943-1944.
The work is modelled on a liturgical manual or guide, including notions
of divine worship, its development, and significance; Church, its form, its
settlement and its parts; notions concerning the chapel, the bell tower, the
wayside cross and the cemetery; the church hierarchy; on Sundays, feasts,
fasts, the days of the dead; liturgical symbols; liturgical vestments; church
books; the holy icons and relics of the saints; concepts of liturgical prayer;
church chanting; reading the Holy Scripture and preaching; exhortations
concerning the signing of the holy cross; notions regarding the blessing,
the position of the body at the holy services, and finally the explanation
of the seven church prayers and of the Holy Mass, the work ending with a
sermon on the benefits of the Divine Liturgy.

Also in Transylvania, a very good synthesis appeared - Sfintii romdni,
written by Rev. Prof. Liviu Stan from Sibiu” and the Church Typikon Manual,
by Rev. Prof. P. Procopoviciu, called Ritualistica”, compiled according to
the old textbooks of the Bucovinian specialists in the Church Typikon.

Other contributions from the Romanian liturgical literature during this
period are the publications related to the calendar issue in the context of the
adoption of the calendar in the Romanian Orthodox Church in 1924 and of
the discussions concerning this event. Thus, some liturgical articles justify
this adjustment of the calendar, and others combat stylism or opposition
regarding the adoption of the new calendar. Thus, in the context of the
preparatory work for the introduction of the revised calendar in our Church
from the end of the 19" century and the beginning of the 20™ century, a
thorough study on calendars and Paschal cycle by Professor C. Popovici

68 1. PETREUTA, Rugdciunile pentru cei morti, Oradea, 1937, 22 pp.

% Preot Demian TuDOR, Jertfa Laudei. Predici liturgice pentru toate duminecile de peste
an, Editura Diecezana Arad, 1945.

0 Pr. Prof. Liviu StaN, Sfintii romdni, Sibiu, 1945.

"' Pr. Prof. P. Procoroviciu, Ritualistica, Oradea, 1936.
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appeared in Chernivtsi, with the title Capitolul al VII-lea al literii P din
Sintagma alfabetica a lui Matei Viastare “Despre Sfintele Pasti”’’. From
this period we also remind the book by engineer C. Donici, Calendarul
Bisericii de Rasarit in stil vechi si nou, reguli de computaplicabile si la
calendarul Bisericii de Apus”, and in the first part of the 20" century the
brochure by Remer-Anselm, Despre calendarele crestine si unificarea lor™,
the articles of archimandrite Iuliu Scriban regarding this issue in the journal
“Biserica Ortodoxd Romana”, published between 1923 and 1924, as well
as the work of Prof. V. Gheorghiu, Notiuni de cronologie, calendaristica
si calcul pascal” and of Prof. Dr. C. Chiricescu de la Bucharest, Calendar
bisericesc ortodox pe toti anii™.

On the other hand, the discussions that took place towards the end
of the 19th century and up to the middle of the 20th century, connected
with the Armenian Church in our country, brought some studies and
works dedicated to the doctrine and cult of this church in the liturgical
publications. In this regard, we recall the work of Prof. L. Sarmacas, Taina
Botezului si Liturghia Bisericei Armene de Rasarit’”’, and the work of V.
Mestugean, Sfdnta Liturghie a Bisericii Armene, in romdneste cu textul
original in fata’.

I11. The first university textbooks of Liturgics written in the early 20"
century

I11.1. The contribution of the Faculty of Theology from Chernivtsi

The first serious scientific contribution in the Romanian theology, as
regards the assertion of the Liturgics as a disciple of education, is that

2 C. Porovicl, under the title “Capitolul al VII-lea al literii P din Sintagma alfabetica a
lui Matei Vlastare «Despre Sfintele Pasti»”, in: Candela, year 1898.

3 C. Donict, Calendarul Bisericii de Rasarit in stil vechi si nou, reguli de computaplica-
bile si la calendarul Bisericii de Apus, Craiova, 1898.

™ Remer-ANSELM, Despre calendarele crestine si unificarea lor, Bucuresti, 1919.

> V. GHEORGHIU, Notiuni de cronologie, calendaristica si calcul pascal, Bucuresti, 1936.

" Dr. C. CHmricescu de la Bucuresti, Calendar bisericesc ortodox pe toti anii, Bucuresti,
1923.

7 Prof. L. SARMACAS, Taina Botezului si Liturghia Bisericei Armene de Rdsarit, lasi,
1895.

8 V. MESTUGEAN, Sfdnta Liturghie a Bisericii Armene, in romdneste cu textul original in
fatd, Bucuresti, 1937.
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of the Rev. Prof. Vasile Mitrofanovici from the Faculty of Theology in
Chernivtsi, who published the first Liturgics Handbook, entitled Prelegeri
academice din Liturgicd, spread in a lithographed form™. Father Professor
Vasile Mitrofanovici was a good acquaintance of Slavic and German
languages, using more Russian and German sources of information, while
neglecting the sources of patristic literature, the Byzantine and the Neo-
Greek literature®. These initial shortcomings in the handbook of Father
Vasile Mitrofanovici will be largely revised in the first printed edition
of the handbook by Father Teodor Tarnavschi, from the same Faculty
of Theology, with the handbook appearing in Chernivtsi in 1909, this
time under the title of Prelegeri academice despre Litrugica Bisericii
dreptcredincioase rasaritene. Father Professor Teodor Tarnavschi was a
man of a wide culture who, besides being aware of everything published
in the liturgical field in the German and Russian theological literature of
the time, was also a good acquaintance of classical languages, Greek and
Latin. His contribution to this liturgical book is very important, especially
in the study of the history of Christian worship, from the sources of
patristic and Byzantine literature®'. These two editions of the first Liturgics
handbook, edited in our country, were followed by a third edition directed
by Metropolitan Nectarie Cotlarciuc, which appeared in Chernivtsi in
1929. The edition is superior to that of 1909, especially because the form
of exposure was revised. This liturgical manual, the first of its kind in the
Romanian liturgical literature, is a rather deficient one, especially in the
field of historical information, the information regarding the evolution of
the cult of the Church being rather limited and poor, much left behind
“to the progress made by the history of the Christian cult until the very
last edition”®?. However, in the absence of another handbook, “the course
of Mitrofanovici-Tarnavschi was the most complete and best academic

7 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BranisTe, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia roméaneasca”, p. 128.

8 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BraNisTE, “Literatura liturgicd in Teologia roméaneasca”, p. 129.

81 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BraNISTE, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 129. Re-
ferring to the work of his father Professor Teodor Tarnavschi, Father Professor Ene
Braniste shows that “by his activity at the chair and in journalism ... he raised the Ro-
manian liturgical science at European level, his works being nothing inferior to those
published by the great contemporary foreign liturgists with him” (Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene
BRANISTE, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia romaneascd”, p. 130).

82 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene Braniste, “Literatura liturgicd in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 129.
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Liturgics manual of all Orthodox theology for a long time™®, consulted and
used even beyond the borders of our Church, its first edition also enjoying
the honour of a translation into Serbian®.

III. 2. The contribution of the Faculty of Theology in Bucharest

Another Liturgics course is the one published by Professor Badea
Ciresanu from the Faculty of Theology of the University of Bucharest,
entitled Tezaurul liturgic al Sfintei Biserici Crestine Ortodoxe de Rasarit,
in three volumes (Bucharest, 1910, 1911, 1912). This handbook extends
both as a stretch (with 1278 pages) and as a form of exposure, the university
course printed by Fr. Proof. Mitrofanovici and Tarnavschi, which appeared
approximately the same period. At the same time, the course of Professor
Badea Ciresanu is inferior to that from Chisinau, due to the lack of an
author’s overall view on the content and limits of his discipline, including
many chapters and information outside the liturgics field (such as those
relating to the cults of pagan religions, in Volume II, pp. 7-49) and also by
some negligence in the scientific method®. The course of Professor Badea
Ciresanu is

“not so much a systematic and scientific liturgical course as a
«treasurey, containing a rather rich and varied material, gathered
with great toil but expose without too much order and critical
spirit. However, today’s researcher can still find in it and use
precious information and helpful suggestions with caution and
necessary verification .

IV. Romanian Liturgical Literature in the middle of the 20" Century

A new stage in the evolution of our liturgical literature between the
two world wars was inaugurated by the arrival of Priest Professor Petre

8 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BranistE, “Literatura liturgicd in Teologia roméaneasca”, p. 129.

8 Translation made by Prof. L. Mircovict from the Faculty of Theology in Belgrad, un-
der the title Pravoslavna Liturgika, 3 vol., Belgrad and Carlovit, 1918, 1920 and 1926.

8 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BranistE, “Literatura liturgicd in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 124.

% Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BranisTE, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 125.
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Vintilescu at the Liturgical and Pastoral Chair of the former Faculty of
Theology in Bucharest. As Professor Ene Braniste characterized him,
Professor Petre Vintilescu was “aware of everything that had so far been
best in Western liturgical literature (especially French and German)” - he
«raised» the Romanian liturgical theology at a high scientific level™®’.
Being a good acquaintance of the classical languages, Father Petre
Vintilescu “paid special attention to the study of the patristic sources of the
history of Christian worship, developing (...) the most deficient side of our
liturgical study: the historical one™®®. The studies and courses developed
by Father Professor Vintilescu generally address the historical aspect of
worship development. We recall in this respect the doctoral thesis itself,
titled Cultul si ereziile®, as it is “a convincing historical demonstration
of the close dependence between dogma or the teaching of faith, and the
external forms of divine worship”®. As Professor Ene Braniste notes, this
work

“recommends its young author as a liturgist endowed with
appreciable qualities of study: passion for research, wealth in
information and documentation, objectivity and critical spirit,
scrupulousness and meticulousness in research of springs and
the formulation of truth, sobriety and academic level in the form
of exposure™!.

His many works and studies reach all the fields of research of Liturgical
Theology:

“its bibliography and sources, the order of divine services
(liturgical and typikon practice issues), the history and
explanation of Christian worship, liturgical philology, Church
art in the service of worship, worship and the different aspects
of religious and social life, etc”.

8 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BranisTE, “Literatura liturgicd in Teologia roméaneasca”, p. 126.
8 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BranistE, “Literatura liturgicd in Teologia roméneasca”, p. 126.
% Pr. Petre VINTILESCU, Cultul and ereziile, Pitesti, 1926.

% Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BraNiSTE, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 126.
! Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BraNISTE, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 126.
%2 Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BraNISTE, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 127.
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His Holiness also develops a General Liturgics course titled Principiile
si fiinta cultului crestin ortodox, which, without claiming an exhaustive
approach of this part of the Liturgics, develops mainly the historical side
of the development of the worship. In addition, Father Vintilescu has
also elaborated a special course Istoria cultului crestin®. From the same
series of studies dedicated to the history of the worship, we recall Father
Petre Vintilescu’s work Liturghiile bizantine privite istoric in structura §i
rdanduiala lor**. Thus, Father Petre Vintilescu creates a new direction in
Romanian liturgical theology, bending mainly on the historical dimension
of cult development. Within these preoccupations with the history of
worship, Father Petre Vintilescu also addresses the historical side of the
development of Orthodox Liturgy. Towards the end of his activity, he
published Liturghierul explicat. As the author confesses in the note on
the first edition, the work wants to be a “historical, exegetical and typikon
presentation of the church services of the evening, morning and Holy
Liturgy, services that make up the main and major content of the book
called Euchologion™”. Other contributions of Father Petre Vintilescu on
various worship issues are the works Contributii la revizuirea Liturghierului
romdn®® and Despre poezia imnografica din cartile de ritual §i cdntarea
bisericeasca”.

During this period in Moldova, Prof. Dr. 1. Zugrav was distinguished as
a great liturgist, the last holder of the Department of Liturgics and Pastoral
Studies at the Faculty of Theology of Suceava, which merged with the
Theological Institute from Bucharest in 1948. Among his studies of high

% Partially printed in [ncercdri de Istoria Liturghiei. Liturghia crestind in primele trei
veacuri, Bucharest, 1930. This course appears in a more complete edition, includ-
ing a special chapter on /liturgical rites, in 1940, under the supervision of Father Ene
Braniste.

% The work is published in Bucharest in 1943. About this work, Father Ene Braniste ap-
preciates that it can be considered “the author’s most valuable work of maturity”, be-
ing “a remarkable study through the solidity of the documentation, the accuracy of the
scientific method of work and the sobriety of the style...” (Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BRANISTE,
“Literatura liturgicd in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 82).

% Pr. Prof. Dr. Petre VINTILESCU, Liturghierul explicat, Editura Institutului Biblic and de
Misiune al Bisercii Ortodoxe Romane, Bucharest, 1998, p. 7.

% Pr. Prof. Dr. Petre ViNTILESCU, Contributii la revizuirea Liturghierului romdn, Bucha-
rest, 1937.

7 Pr. Prof. Dr. Petre VINTILESCU, Despre poezia imnografica din cartile de ritual and
cantarea bisericeascd, Bucharest, 1937.
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scientific excellence, we mention the following: Sfanta Cruce ca obiect
liturgic®®, Cultul mortilor. Studiu liturgic si pastoral”’, Un manuscris din
anul 1419 al Liturghiei Sfantului Vasile cel Mare'”, Cultul nostru vazut
de cunoscatori straini’”. After his retirement in 1948, Father 1. Zugrav
continued his initial preoccupations, those of editing and publishing
old manuscripts and liturgical prints, less or less known until then, by
publishing articles in the magazine “Mitropolia Moldovei si Sucevei”.

Regarding the former Faculty of Theology from the University of Iasi,
in its short period of existence (1927-1940), the liturgical publications of its
professors are reduced to a study by Professor of Canon Law N. Popescu-
Prahova, Canonizarea (Sfintilor) in Biserica Ortodoxa'”, the volume of
small studies by Economus C. Popovici, Studii religios-morale si liturgice,
as well as some isolated articles appearing in various magazines by prof.
P. N. Timus, like: Dezvoltarea istorica si esenta postului crestin, Nasterea
Domnului in cultul Bisericii Ortodoxe, Utrenia pascald'®.

V. Conclusions

1. Liturgical works were written lately in Romanian at the end of the
seventeenth century and the beginning of the eighteenth century,
constituting translations of Greek-language works by Romanian
culture people such as Ieremia Cacavela or the future bishop of
Ramnic, Chesarie Georgescu.

2. In the nineteenth century, Metropolitan of Moldova, Veniamin
Costachi, generated a new stream of Romanian translation of Gre-
ek and Slavic texts related to the explanation of divine worship.
In the same century, in Transylvania the translation of a liturgi-
cal text from Serbian was made by the priest Dimitrie Tichinde-
al from Arad. All these liturgical interpretations were meant to

% Pr. Prof. Dr. . ZuGrav, Sfinta Cruce ca obiect liturgic, Suceava, 1937.

% Pr. Prof. Dr. 1. ZuGrav, Cultul mortilor. Studiu liturgic si pastoral, Suceava, 1937.

19°Pr, Prof. Dr. 1. ZuGrav, Un manuscris din anul 1419 al Liturghiei Sfantului Vasile cel
Mare, Suceva, 1938.

191 Py, Prof. Dr. I. ZuGrav, Cultul nostru vizut de cunoscdtori strdaini, Suceava, 1939.

122 N. Popescu-Pranova, “Canonizarea (Sfintilor) in Biserica Ortodoxa”, in: Candela,
year 1942.

153 See Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BrANISTE, “Literatura liturgica in Teologia romaneasca”, p. 128.
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respond to catechetical needs, being meant for a wider circle of
readers, clergy, monks, or simple laity, and thus having the form
of simple expositions.

3. In the second half of the nineteenth century there appeared the
first school books of Liturgics and Church Typikon for the stu-
dents of the schools of singers and of the diocesan seminars, prin-
ted in all the Romanian provinces. As regards the first Romani-
an books of Liturgics for theological seminaries, they represent
more or less original works of their authors, or simple translations
or processing made by various priests or professors from the se-
minaries of that time, according to some Greek or Russian texts.
Besides these textbooks for theological seminaries, during the
nineteenth century there were also other works of liturgical trans-
lations, written by some clergy for the purpose of popularization,
after Greek and Russian sources. At the same time, at the Facul-
ty of Theology of the University of Bucharest, the Department
of Practical Theology which it was included in and the Liturgics
discipline was held, successively and temporarily, by several tea-
chers, whom we have only modest articles, studies or fragments
of the courses their from. At the Faculty of Orthodox Theology in
Chernvtsi we recall Professor Teodor Tarnavschi, who made a va-
luable contribution to the development of the Romanian liturgical
literature thorough specialized studies, published especially in the
pages of the journal “Candela”. In spite of the difficult historical
conditions in which the former theological academies of the Ro-
manian Orthodox Dioceses of Transylvania functioned until their
dissolution in 1948, interesting studies and articles were prepared
here by the Liturgics teachers from the higher theological institu-
tions of Arad and Sibiu. Other contributions from the Romanian
liturgical literature during this period are the publications related
to the calendar issue in the context of the adoption of the calendar
in the Romanian Orthodox Church in 1924 and of the discussions
concerning this event.

4. The first serious scientific contribution from the Romanian theol-
ogy, as regards the assertion of Liturgics as a disciple of educa-
tion, is the work of professors Vasile Mitrofanovici, Teodor Tar-
navschi and Nectarie Cotlarciuc from the Faculty of Theology
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of Chernivtsi, who published the first liturgical textbook entitled
Liturgica Bisericii Ortodoxe Rasaritene, in 1929. Another liturgi-
cal course 1s the one published by Professor Badea Ciresanu from
the Faculty of Theology of the University of Bucharest, entitled
Tezaurul liturgic al Sfintei Biserici Crestine Ortodoxe de Rasarit,
in three volumes edited in 1910, 1911 and 1912.

. Anew stage is inaugurated in the evolution of our liturgical litera-

ture between the two world wars by the arrival of Priest Professor
Petre Vintilescu at the Liturgical and Pastoral Chair of the former
Faculty of Theology in Bucharest. His many works and studies
reach all fields of research of the discipline of Theology, His Ho-
liness also elaborating a course of General Liturgics. Father Pe-
tre Vintilescu creates a new direction in the Romanian liturgical
theology, bending mainly on the historical dimension of the cult
development.
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